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Create your Branding Symbol!
Brands were special symbols that had their own meaning and followed a set of rules, often they represented the name of the owner of a ranch. Read about the Spanish Mission Brands, and then create your own branding symbol in the blank box below.
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Indians, livestock were rounded up and branded, then at maturity were sold for meat, hides, and
tallow. Here are a few of the Mis;

Spanish Mission Brands
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Mission| Mission Mission La Mission Carlos | Mission San
San Jose |Nuestra de la Soledad |Purisma Concepcion [Barromeo de Carmelo|Gabriel Arcangel

Early Spanish Brands -

Brands used during this time had to be registered with the Mesta, the governing agency
appointed by the King of Spain. Since taxes were impi

osed on cach livestock transaction, strict
regulations were enforced. Here are a few early Spanish
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Brand rules are: 


Brands are read left to right, top to bottom, and outside to - inside. 


Letters and numbers represent those actual letters and numbers. 


Letters are always capital letters.


A letter laid on its side is called a “lazy” letter. 


An upside down letter is read as “crazy.” 


A backwards letter is read as “reverse.” 


M and W cannot be used upside down because they would look like each other. 


A cursive letter made without lifting up the pencil is read as “running.” 


Pictures can be used such as quarter moon, half moon, sun, diamond, triangle, heart and #. 


isread as “bar,” _____ is read as “rail,” and / is read as  “slash.” 


You can put a number or letter in a box. 








