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Cattle-Trail Math Activity
Lesson: The activity covers addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication. The cattle face hardships on the trail. Find out how many make it to the market and how much the rancher makes on each trail. Read the information to do the worksheet below.
Week One:
Chisholm Trail: Two cowboys are in a gunfight. Lose two cowboys
Sedalia Trail: Thunderstorm causes stampede. Lose 100 head of cattle.
Goodnight-loving Trail: Indians attack. Lose 50 cattle.
Western Trail: At night several cattle wander off. Lose 20.
Week Two:
Chisholm Trail: Indians ask for cattle payment to cross their land. Lose 30.
Sedalia Trail: Rustlers stampede cattle. Lose 70.
Goodnight-loving Trail: Homesteaders block cattle drive at border. Lose 2 cowboys.
Western Trail:  The river floods and the cattle have to swim. There is panic midstream.  Lose 1 cowboy and 50 cattle.
Week Three:
Chisholm Trail: Spring blizzard strikes with hail and snow. Lose 50.
Sedalia Trail: Pick up 20 stray cattle. Add 20 cattle.
Goodnight-loving Trail: Water hole is dry. Lose 25 cattle.
Western Trail: Indians attack. Lose 30.
Arrive at Market:

Chisholm Trail: Heavy rains make the grass poor and cattle weak. The trail boss is paid $10 per head.
Sedalia Trail: A rate war between competing railroads lowers shipping costs. The trail boss receives $40.00 per head.
Goodnight-loving Trail: There is a shortage of cattle for sale and the trail boss is paid $30 per head.
Western Trail: Too many cattle arrive the trail boss only gets $20.00 per head.
Cattle-Trail Math

There are four cattle trails used for taking cattle to be sold. One group is travelling on the Chisholm Trial, another on the Sedalia Trail, the third on the Goodnight-Loving Trail, and the fourth on the Western Trail. Each of the cattle drives starts out with 3,000 cattle and 20 cowboys.

Use the following charts and the information your teacher writes on the board to complete the math problems. Find out how many each drive ends up with and how much each rancher makes off his cattle once he sells them at the market.
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Chisholm ~ Total Cattle = 





Sedalia ~ Total Cattle = 





Goodnight-Loving ~ Total Cattle = 





Chisholm ~ Total Amount Made = 





Sedalia ~ Total Amount Made = 





Goodnight-Loving ~ Total Amount Made = 





Total No. of Cowboys = 





Western ~ Total Cattle = 





Western ~ Total Amount Made = 
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Total Cattle = 2020
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