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The Civil War 1861 - 1865
7th Grade Worksheet 
“Just the facts”
As a reporter covering the Civil War, you are to create the front page of your own newspaper. Freedom of the press is guaranteed by the first amendment to the US Constitution. This can be an individual or group project. Use the PowerPoint slide notes to view the online newspaper articles. Follow the permalinks embedded in the pictures and shapes (flags) to find out what really happened. 
 Student articles can be put together to make one classroom newspaper! Time relevant advertisements can be included. 
1. Roles: reporter (research & write information), editor (organize & proof read content) and publisher (design layout & put information together). 
2. Structure of a newspaper article: Each article has a title (the headline) which is set in large type. The beginning of the newspaper article (the first paragraph) is the “lead” it summarizes the main facts (one or two sentences).  It contains the “hook” something that grabs the reader’s attention making him/her want to read the rest of the article. Then comes the “nut graph” the paragraph that contains the core information about the topic and tells the reader why the story is important.  Other paragraphs of the article go into more detail about the topic and may include quotes or other interesting facts.
3. Your article should cover the causes of the Civil War, events that lead to the war, a complete account of one battle (you choose), some interesting facts, and the outcome of the war. Include an illustration in your article with a “caption” to describe it.
4. Use clear and simple language, keep the article short and to the point, use active verbs (boy chased the dog). 
5. Use the additional worksheets and resources to research information and to format your newspaper.[image: image1.jpg]
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