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Lesson Plan
The Civil War 1861 - 1865
Seventh Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the social and economic importance of the Civil War. TEKS §113.23. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(6)(B)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources. TEKS §113.23. Social Studies, Grade 7. (21)(A)(B)(C)(D)(F)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas. TEKS §113.23. Social Studies, Grade 7. (22)(A)(B)(C)(D)

Assumptions: Students will have an understanding of the importance of the Civil War.
Materials: Students will create the front page of a their own newspaper. Freedom of the press is guaranteed by the first amendment to the US Constitution. This can be an individual or group project. They will use the PowerPoint slide notes to view online newspaper articles and follow the permalinks embedded in the pictures and flags to find out what happened. 
Worksheets: Reporter’s Worksheet (Beginner’s), Reporter Notes, T-chart, Close activity, Do the math!, U.S. Map (blank), Create a newspaper in Microsoft word, and sample Newspaper Template (frontpage).
Recommended Reading: Drummer Boy: Marching to the Civil War by Ann Turner, The Blue and the Gray by Eve Bunting, Diary of a Drummer Boy by Marlene Targ-Brill, A Picture Book of Robert E. Lee by David A. Adler, and a list of  picture books to learn more about the Civil War.
Puzzles and Games: Crossword puzzle.
Anticipatory Set: Word-to-definition 
Instructional Input: As a reporter, students will cover the Civil War, including the events that led to it and a complete account of one battle (their choice). They will include some interesting facts and the outcomes of the war. They will use the PowerPoint slides and embedded permalinks and shapes (flags) to access the online newspapers to research the topic to find out more about what happened. Teachers will play the slideshow to familiarize students with content and navigation. Maybe do one activity with them. 
Assessment: The “Reporter’s” worksheet, additional worksheets, and the  Newspaper(frontpage).
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