
            
 

Name: _______________________________ Date:  _________________ 

 

Count the Votes 
In the Electoral College system, each state gets a different number of votes. There are 538 votes 

in all. A candidate must win 270 of them to become president. This chart shows how states are 

likely to vote on Election Day. Use the chart to answer questions. 

 

           

 

 

1. If the Democratic candidate wins all of the blue states, how many electoral votes does he or 

she have? _____  How many more electoral votes does the candidate need to reach 270 votes? 

_____ 

 

 



            
 

 

 

2. How could the Democratic candidate win those missing votes? List some swing states that 

could bring the Democratic candidate to a total of 270 (or more) votes. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. If the Republican candidate wins all of the red states, how many electoral votes does he or she 

have? ____ How many more electoral votes does the candidate need to reach 270 votes? _____ 

 

 

4. How many electoral votes does your state have? _____ 

 

 

5. Is your state a red, blue, or swing state? _____ 

 

 

6. Name the top three swing states and the total number of electoral votes they represent. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 


