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Lesson Plan 
The Panama Canal
Fourth Grade
Objective: The student understands how Texas, the United States, and other parts of the world are economically interdependent. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 4. (A) 

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(22)(A)(B)(E)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(23)(A)(B)(C)(E)

Assumptions: Students will develop an understanding of the Panama Canal and its impact on surrounding regions. 

Materials: Students will use the PowerPoint slide notes to view online newspaper articles and follow the permalinks embedded in the pictures to learn about the Panama Canal. They may work individually or in small groups (2-4).
Worksheets: The Panama Canal
Puzzles and Games: Word search
Anticipatory Set: Text the word
Instructional Input: Students will work in groups of 2-4 and view the newspaper links embedded in the slide show. They will use “The Panama Canal” worksheet to understand its significance and economic impact on surrounding regions. They will engage in a final class discussion and share their findings.
Processing Assignment

As a class, students will discuss the Panama Canal and its impact on surrounding regions and the world.  They will reflect on how and if things are different today. 
Assessment: The Panama Canal worksheet, among others.
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