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Human Statues to the Progressive Era
Seventh Grade Lesson Plan

Objective: Students will be able to identify the important leaders and groups of the Progressive Movement and its impact on Texas.

TEKS: 7.7(C ); 7.21(A); 7.21(B)

Materials: Human Statues PowerPoint, Graphic Organizer, tag or white paper for plaques, Rubric, Check-off Sheets, Research Results Handouts, and your textbook.

Overview of Activity: Students will work in groups of four to create Human Statues to the Progressive Movement.  They will choose their groupwork roles, research their topic, design their statue, build props and create a plaque on the first day.  As the groups complete each step, the teacher will initial the steps on the check-off sheet.  On the second day they will display their statues and read their plaques while other students take notes on the various Progressive Movement groups.

Preview: Copy the following questions on an overhead transparency for the students to answer: What famous monuments do you know of? Why are they important? What do they represent?

After the teacher reviews the warm-up, they will need to show the Iwo Jima monument on the Human Statues PowerPoint.  The teacher will then pull up several students to recreate the monument.  Discuss with your students the props and meaning of different monuments with students.  Show the next slide on the Human Statues PowerPoint, a human Statue of Liberty.  This is an example of a human statue that they can make. Share the objective with the students: That they will be creating Human Statues to different groups in the Progressive Era.

Activities: As students are observing the different statues, they will need to take notes on their chart by sketching the statue, and summarizing the different plaques.
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Create a spectrum of the different Progressive Era Groups by evaluating how important these groups are to your lives today.
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