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Lesson Plan 
Texas Ranching & Cattle Branding 
Seventh Grade
Objective: The student will identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century, including the development of the cattle industry from its Spanish beginnings and the myths and realities of the cowboy way of life. Social studies TEKS 113.19 Grade 7. (6)(B)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, 113.19 Grade 7. (21)(B)(C) (D)(E)(F)(G)  
The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7(22)(A)(B)(C) (D)
Assumptions: Students will understand the development of the cattle industry from its Spanish beginnings and the myths and realities of the cowboy way of life

Materials: This lesson is designed to help students better understand Texas ranching and cattle branding. Students will analyze pictures and answer questions from the presentation slide show. They will read the cattle branding history and learn how to read brands. They will use a Venn diagram to record the similarities and differences between American and Spanish branding influences. They will then, with a  partner, design their own brand. 
Worksheets: Texas Ranching and Cattle Branding, Cattle Branding History, and Cattle Branding.
Anticipatory Set: The teacher will place full page copies of each primary source slide and post them around the classroom along with the questions. Each picture slide is labeled with a letter to identify the question set that goes with it. The questions can be printed out and given to students so they may record their answers. Students will be placed in groups of two to three, and move around the room looking at the pictures and answering the questions. After viewing all the pictures, students will regroup as a class and discuss their findings. 
Instructional Input: Hand out the “Cattle Branding History” in which students will read about the history and Spanish influence of cattle branding. They will also have an opportunity to learn and read about brands. On completing the reading, they will complete questions and a Venn diagram to compare the similarities and differences between American and Spanish influences on branding. Working with a partner, they will design their own brand. 
Assessment: Question sets with picture slides, The Venn diagram, Cattle branding.
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