[image: image1.jpg]tve P@RTAL 10 TEXAS HISTORY

Embark on a Voyage of Discovery
e oo it s





[image: image1.jpg] 
First Two Presidents of Texas: 
Differences between Houston and Lamar

The Republic of Texas was a long time coming, and it was through many 
battles won by the heroes and the forethought of the key players that earned
 their rightful place in Texas History in battles such as Gonzales, Goliad, 

Alamo, and San Jacinto.  Texas celebrated its victory and independence 

from Mexico, but the work had only begun as we had written a Constitution, 

but the government did not exist, and the officials had not been elected.  

Sam Houston was seen as a hero of epic proportions after capturing 

Santa Anna and winning independence for Texas in the Battle of San Jacinto

 that lasted only 18 minutes.  The people of Texas needed a strong leader; 

one that would guide them through the triumphs of being a new republic and

 the tribulations that would ensue.  Sam Houston was an obvious choice to
 become the first president as he knew the very delicate matters that would 

face the new government such as a strained relationship with Mexico and

 difficult negotiations with the Native Americans.  Houston came into office 

with Texas already in debt from the war, and he did the best that he could 

under the circumstances.  
Mirabeau Lamar was an obvious choice to be the successor once Houston reached the term limit for the presidency, but we did not realize how opposite these two men were in their beliefs and political views until after Lamar took over and began reversing decisions that were put in place by Houston.  While 
the Republic of Texas was still in its infancy, it was led by both Houston and Lamar who each had Texas’ best interest at heart, but it is obvious from the action taken by each man that they did not agree on what was best for Texas. 
 It is important for students to understand how each man helped shape and influence major decisions for the Republic of Texas.

