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Lesson Plan 
First Two Presidents of the Republic of Texas
Fourth Grade
Objective: The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of the Republic of Texas and early Texas statehood. The student will identify individuals, events, and issues during the administrations of Republic of Texas Presidents Houston, Lamar…; TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7. (3)(B)(D)

The student will analyze the causes of and events leading to Texas statehood. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7. (4)(B)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7. (21)(B)(D)(E) 

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas. TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7. (22)(A)(B)(C)(E)(D)
Assumptions: Students compare and contrast Sam Houston and Mirabeau Lamar and their terms as President of the Republic of Texas to understand how each person helped to shape and influence major decisions for the Republic of Texas.

 Materials: As the students enter the classroom, each will be given a blue or red oval. Students will view the powerpoint slide show and read the background information about the two Presidents and use a Venn Diagram to take notes. The students with the blue oval are responsible for the Houston side of the Venn diagram. The students with the red oval are responsible for the Lamar side of the Venn diagram.
Worksheets: Venn Diagram. Matching cards (flashcards).
Anticipatory Set: To stimulate interest, ask students the following question: What did the Treaty of Velasco give Texas? Lead a brief discussion about how the Treaty of Velasco gave Texas independence from Mexico. Discuss how Texas is now responsible for setting up a government. 
Instructional Input: Play the slide show for students and have them listen as you discuss each page. Play it a second time and have students fill out the side of the Venn diagram that they are responsible for. Place them in pairs so they may collaborate with each other as they record the facts about the person they are researching. As they fill out the Venn diagram, students will begin to see the differences between the beliefs of the two men. 
Assessment: Students will come together for a whole class discussion on the similarities and differences between the first two Presidents of the Republic of Texas. Each student will glue his completed Venn diagram in his/her interactive notebook.
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