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Primary Source Set :: World War 1
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Analyzing Primary Sources - Teacher’s Guide

OBSERVE

Have students identify and
note details.

What do you notice first?

Find something small but
interesting.

What do you notice that you
didn’t expect?

What do you notice that can’t
explain?

What do you notice now that
you didn’t earlier?

QUESTION

Have students ask questions to
lead to more observations and
reflections.

What do you wonder about ...
Who?
What?
When?

Where?
Why?
How?

REFLECT

Encourage students to generate
and test hypotheses about the
source.

What do you think was happening
when this occurred?

What was used to create this?
Why do you think this is important?

If this took place today, what would
be different?

Further Investigation

Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to develop a research strategy for finding answers.

What more do you want to know, and can you find out?




