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The Important Role of the American G.I. Forum  
in Hispanic Civil Rights 

“Our idea was that we were not going to be interested in pressing 
purely for benefits for the veterans as such…we were interested in 
handling the problems of Mexican-American people.”  -Ed Idar 
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Image of Hector P. Garcia 
and Ed Idar (on the right) 
at a party function. They 
were two key members of 
the American G.I. Forum. 

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia  
archives courtesy of the University 
 of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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 G.I. Forum leadership  

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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A typical American G.I. Forum audience  

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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From the beginning, the American G.I. Forum involved  
young people in its organization.  

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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“Jim Wright and Lyndon B. Johnson.” Photo circa 1960. 
http://texashistory.unt.edu/permalink/meta-pth-18276  

http://texashistory.unt.edu/permalink/meta-pth-18276
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Hector P. Garcia (center white shirt) heads a Corpus Christi Texas  
American G.I. Forum Auxiliary meeting. 

 

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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 Hector P. Garcia at a Forum function. 

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 



University of North Texas Libraries 

Primary  
Source  
Adventures: 
The American 
G.I. Forum 
 
 
 
 
 Ed Idar  at an Award Ceremony at the Robert Driscoll Hotel.  

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Ed Idar addresses a meeting  

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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 An American G.I. Forum march 

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Ed Idar, Jr. Interview, Oral History Collection, University of North Texas Oral History Program February 20, 1969. 
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Hector P. Garcia addresses American G.I. Forum state delegates. 

 Images from the Hector P. Garcia archives courtesy of the University of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
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