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Lesson Plan for Cabeza de Vaca

Seventh Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the importance of Cabeza de Vaca’s account of his wanderings through Texas.  §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(2)(B)

The learner will understand Spanish influence on Texas.  §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(2)(C) 

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to use and analyze the primary source and maps while drawing inferences and conclusions. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(20)(A)(B)(C)(D)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(22)(A)(B)(C)
Assumptions: Students have been instructed in the basic facts of Spain’s exploration of the New World, establishment of colonies, and the Pánfilo de Narváez expedition.

Materials: Digital or printed representation from Journey of Cabeza de Vaca, map of the Southwest, and assessment worksheet from The Portal to Texas History. 
Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the 1529 map of the Gulf of Mexico and ask students to describe the accuracy of the map and stress the unknown landscape that Cabeza de Vaca would traverse.
Instructional Input: The instructor and students will read and discuss the excerpts of his journey, his treatment by Indians, performing the first surgery in Texas, and how Indians compared other Spaniards to Cabeza de Vaca.
Guided Practice: The instructor and students discuss aspects of Cabeza de Vaca’s journey, how he felt or reacted to events, what might you have done in their place, and how the Indians reacted to Cabeza de Vaca’s healings and actions.
Assessment Activity: Complete the “Cabeza de Vaca” worksheet.
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