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Lesson Plan for Hood’s Texas Brigade
Seventh Grade
Objective:  The learner will understand how events and issues shaped the history of Texas during the Civil War.  The Civil War experiences of Texans will be related through the first hand accounts of Joseph Polley, member of Hood’s Texas Brigade. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(5)(C)
The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(20)(A)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(22)(A)(B)(C)

Assumptions:  Students have been instructed in the basic facts of the Civil War and the contributions of Texans to the war effort.  

Materials:  Digital or printed representation of the excerpts from Joseph Polley’s A Soldiers Letters to Charming Nellie and Hood’s Texas Brigade, as well as Harper’s Pictorial History of the Great Rebellion.  

Anticipatory Set:  The instructor will display the drawing of “A Genuine Soldier Boy of 1861” (Slide 1) and tell students to describe his equipment and its possible uses. If possible, the instructor can also have the class interact with the civil war uniform resource available from Drayton Hall.

Instructional Input: The instructor and students will view and discuss pictures of John Bell Hood, Joseph Polley, and the Gaines’ Mill. Then, read and discuss Joseph Polley’s description of his first charge into battle, as well as his letter to Nellie describing his thoughts and emotions during the charge.  

Guided Practice: Instructor and students discuss Polley’s account of his first charge and what emotions they might have felt or actions they might have taken in a similar situation.  

Assessment Activity: Complete “Charging into Battle with Hood’s Texas Brigade” worksheet.  
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