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Lesson Plan for Coronado: Misfortune’s Explorer 
Fourth Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the importance of Coronado’s expedition through Texas, and the trials his men endured during the journey.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(2)(A)(B)

The learner will understand the importance of Coronado’s explorations in creating maps which developed Spain’s understanding of Texas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(20)(A)

The learner will understand Coronado’s economic motivation for exploring Texas and the American Southwest. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(10)(C)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(21)(A)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(22)
Assumptions: Students will have been instructed in the basic facts of Spain’s exploration of the New World, conquistadors and their establishment of colonies.   

Materials: Digital or printed representation from The Journey of Coronado, map of the Southwest tracing Coronado’s route, photos of a hailstorm on the Great Plains, Spaniards hunting buffalo, and an assessment worksheet from the “Portal to Texas History”. 

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the map of Coronado’s journey (slide 1), stressing the distance traveled and have the students write down what would motivate them to travel such a distance. Then compare those reasons with Coronado’s.  

Instructional Input: Instructors and students view and discuss a map of Coronado’s route, effects of weather on the Great Plains, and buffalo. Read and discuss Coronado’s description of traveling on the Great Plains, surviving a hailstorm, and the betrayal of the Turk, their Indian guide.
Guided Practice: The instructor and students will discuss various aspects of Coronado’s journey, such as how the men felt or reacted to events, and what the learner might have done in their place.  
Assessment Activity: Complete the “Coronado: Misfortune’s Explorer” worksheet.    
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