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Lesson Plan for Galveston 1900: Storm of the Century
Fourth Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the effect the 1900 Hurricane, the deadliest natural disaster in United States history, had on Galveston by examining period accounts and photographs. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(5)(A)

Dependent upon sharing information from the introduction, the learner will understand how the devastation of the hurricane led citizens and business leaders to create the Council-Manager form of city government. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(16)(A)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(21)(A)(B)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(22)

Assumptions: Students will understand Galveston’s importance as a trade city before the hurricane of 1900, and the devastation such storms can inflict.

Materials: Digital and printed material from: Paul Lester’s The Great Galveston Disaster, Clarence Ousley’s Galveston in Nineteen Hundred, maps from the David Rumsey Collection, and photos of Galveston circa 2005. 

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the Texas map detail to show the learners the geographical location of Galveston and how vulnerable it was to powerful hurricanes. 

Instructional Input: Instructors and students discuss aspects of Clarence Ousley’s and Paul Lester’s accounts, augmented by maps and images. 

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Galveston Hurricane 1900” worksheet.
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