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Lesson Plan for Lone Stars and Gun Smoke  
Seventh Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the significance of the Texas Ranger Frontier Battalion Company ‘D’ in maintaining law and order along the Texas-Mexico border.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(6)(A)

The learner will understand the importance of the Rangers’ actions along the border between Laredo and New Laredo.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b) (8)(A)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to use and analyze the primary sources and map while drawing inferences and conclusions. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b) (20)(A)(B)(C)(D)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b) (22)(A)(B)(C) 

Assumptions: Students will have an understanding of the lawlessness along the western frontier and Texas-Mexico border.  Students will know of the Texas Ranger Frontier Battalion and their efforts to bring law and order to Texas. 

Materials: Digital or printed representations from Rangers and Sovereignty, images of Ranger Company ‘D’ and worksheet from the “Portal to Texas History.”  

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the photograph of Captain Roberts, his headquarters, and discuss the equipment and demeanor of the Rangers.  Further instruction could be made concerning the Texas Ranger’s role in early Texas.   

Instructional Input: Instructors and students will read and discuss aspects of Captain Roberts’ conception of justice and his plan for combating border lawlessness. 

Guided Practice: The instructor and students will discuss selected portions from Roberts’ memoir.  Discuss how he enforced law on the border, how he reacted to unexpected events, and how the learner might have acted in his place.

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Lone Stars and Gun Smoke” worksheet.
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