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Lesson Plan for The Mier Expedition
Fourth Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the significance of the Mier Expedition to the Republic of Texas and the suffering the Texans endured during their escape attempt and incarceration.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(3)(A)(B)

The learner will examine the economic motivations behind the Texans’ attack. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(12)(B)

The learner will understand the significance of the political motivations behind the Mier Expedition.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(12)(C) 

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(21)(A)(B)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(22)

Assumptions: Students will have an understanding of the hostile relationship between the Republic of Texas and Mexico.  Students will know of the raids by Mexican armies into Texas and the Somervell expedition.

Materials: Digital or printed representations from The Adventures of Big-Foot Wallace: The Texas Ranger and Hunter, images of Wallace, Santa Anna, the “black bean” episode, and assessment worksheet from the “Portal to Texas History.”

Anticipatory Set: The instructor may assign the students to groups and instruct them to decide on Texas’s response to the Mexican invasion of Texas, and General 
Adrián Woll’s capture of San Antonio.  The instructor should emphasize Texans’ desire for revenge against Mexico after the attacks.

Instructional Input: Instructors and students discuss various aspects of Wallace’s narrative, such as how he felt and reacted to events, and consider how the learner might have reacted in his place.

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Mier Expedition” worksheet.
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