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Lesson Plan for Reconstructing Texas 1866-1874
Seventh Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the how Texans living during the 1860s and 1870s reacted to the Reconstruction by examining tracts against reconstruction and documents from the government pertaining to the Freedman’s Bureau. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(5)(B)

The learner will examine the correspondence of significant individuals from the government during reconstruction. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(6)(A) 

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to use and analyze the primary sources while drawing inferences and conclusions.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b) (20)(A)(B)(C)(D)(E)(F)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms. TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b) (22)(A)(B)(C)

Assumptions: Students should understand why Texas joined the Confederacy and the racial and social attitudes during the period of reconstruction. Students should understand the differences between the Lincoln/Johnson plan and the Radical Republican plan for reconstruction.  Learners should know what the ironclad oath was.  

Materials: Digital and printed materials from William D. Wood’s Reminiscences of Reconstruction in Texas, along with Donald Campbell’s letter to E. M. Pease, 25 August 1868, and the text of a letter from General Charles Griffin to Governor James W. Throckmorton, 26 April 1867. 

Anticipatory Set: The instructor should ask students how they would feel if they were Texans during the Reconstruction. 

Instructional Input: Instructors and students will discuss aspects of the end of the Civil War. 

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Reconstructing Texas 1866-1874” worksheet. 
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