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Lesson Plan for Shelby County: The Regulator-Moderator War Fourth Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the importance of the Regulator-Moderator War through John W. Middleton’s memoir.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(3)(B)(D)(E)

The learner will understand the economic motivations that lead to the conflict.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(11)(A)(D)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(21)(A)(B)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b) (22)

Assumptions: Students will have been instructed in the basic premises of frontier life in 1840s Texas and the realities of frontier justice.  

Materials: Digital or printed representation from the History of the Regulators and Moderators and the Shelby County War in 1841 and 1842 in the Republic of Texas, map of Shelby County, images of combatants, and assessment worksheet from the “Portal to Texas History.”

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the map of Shelby County and discuss how its location along the border of the Republic of Texas and the United States allowed many disreputable individuals to flee justice.  Discuss how such a situation could affect law and order. 

Instructional Input: Instructors and students will read and discuss Middleton’s description of events pertaining to the Shelby County feud.  Attention should be paid to the escalation between the Moderators and Regulators as each new attack necessitated reprisals and how this cycle would eventually end in open warfare. 

Guided Practice: The instructor and students will discuss various aspects of Middleton’s account, such as how the Regulators and Moderators developed, what side the law supported, and what the learner would have done in this situation. 

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Shelby County: The Regulator-Moderator War” Worksheet.
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