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Lesson Plan for Texas Annexation: United We Stand?  Fourth Grade
Objective: The learner will understand the national effect that the annexation of Texas issue had during the 1844 presidential election by examining the event through different viewpoints, northern anti-annexation pamphlets and Republic of Texas President Anson Jones’ Letters Relating to the History of Annexation. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(3)(B)(C) 

The learner will understand the effect that slavery had on Texas and the nation during the mid and late 1840’s.  Learners can infer from the impassioned debate over the annexation question the growing divide between North and South that would eventually lead to Civil War.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4. (b)(4)(A)

The learner will understand the important details surrounding the Annexation of Texas into the United States.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(14)(A)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources, including electronic technology-based primary sources. TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(21)(A)(B)(D)


The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.15. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(22)

Assumptions: Students will understand the causes of Texas Independence and have a general understanding of the Republic of Texas.

Materials: Digital or printed representation from: Edward Everett Hale’s How to  Conquer Texas Before Texas Conquers Us, Theodore Sedgwick’s Thoughts on the Proposed Annexation of Texas to the United States, Benjamin Lundy’s The Anti-
Texass [sic] Legion, Stephen C. Phillips’ Address on the Annexation of Texas, Anson Jones’ Letters Relating to the History of Annexation, and Republic of Texas government documents. 

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display the map of the Republic of Texas and Republic of Texas President Anson Jones’ image, asking the learners to comment on how they would view annexation if they were the President of the United States. 

Instructional Input: Instructors and students will discuss aspects of Anson Jones’ letters and the various anti-annexation pamphlets.

Assessment Activity: Complete the “Texas Annexation: United We Stand?” worksheet.
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