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Observe the Monsanto Plant, nearby oil tanks farms, and  
residential areas before the explosion.  

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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See French freighter the SS Grandcamp, a World War II vintage Liberty Ship,   
resting placidly in port one day before it caught fire and exploded. 
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“Baumgartner, Harold J. ‘Bumpy’.”  
We Were There. (Texas City, TX:  
Mainland Museum of Texas City,  
1997). 10-11. 

Note the amount of debris  
the rescue workers  

are standing on.  

Photo courtesy of Moore  
Memorial Public Library   



University of North Texas Libraries 

Primary  
Source  
Adventures: 
Texas City 
Disaster 

 

 

 

Aerial view of the burning oil refineries and storage tanks.   

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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Various photos of the  
warehouses along the docks  
on fire. Note the complete  

destruction after fires  
were extinguished.  
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“Fair, James R.” We Were There.  
(Texas City, TX: Mainland Museum  
of Texas City, 1997). 55. 

Photos courtesy of Moore Memorial  
Public Library.  

Read an account by a  
Monsanto survivor.  

Note the fire consuming  
the refineries. 
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View of the wrecked  Liberty ship  
SS Wilson B. Keene and  
the debris clogged docks. 
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See the Longhorn II, a 150-foot steel barge, which the  
SS Grandcamp’s explosion blew 250 feet inland from its moorings. 

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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See the destruction of the port facilities caused by the  
explosion of the SS Grandcamp and SS Highflyer.  

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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“Zaragoza, Mary Jimenez.” We Were There.  
(Texas City, TX: Mainland Museum  
of Texas City, 1997). 262-263. 

Read about the toll the 
explosion took on  

one family and how one 
decision saved Mary. 



University of North Texas Libraries 

Primary  
Source  
Adventures: 
Texas City 
Disaster 

 

 

 

An aerial view of the destroyed area days after the explosions.  

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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See the remains of the Monsanto plant, Texas City Railway Co.  
docks and oil storage tanks days after the explosions.  

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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View from downtown Texas City of the devastated port area. 
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“Medsger, Herb.” We Were There.  
(Texas City, TX: Mainland Museum  
of Texas City, 1997). 142-143. 

Photo courtesy of Moore  
Memorial Public Library   

Houses damaged and burning due to the explosions. 
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Note the damaged residential areas of Texas City. 

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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Houses ripped from their foundations due to the  
concussive force of the SS Grandcamps explosion. 
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Rescue workers on a break being served by  
the American Red Cross. 

Additional medical personnel 
Arrive to provide medical aid to 

The many wounded. 

Photos courtesy of Moore 
Memorial Public Library   
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“Thiel, John M.” We Were There.  
(Texas City, TX: Mainland Museum  
of Texas City, 1997). 218-219. 

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   

A wounded man who is  
recuperating after receiving  

medical treatment.  
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Local volunteers and military  
personnel search the wreckage  

for survivors.  

Photos courtesy of Moore 
Memorial Public Library   
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Note the parking lot full of destroyed cars at the Monsanto plant,  
145 out of 450 shift workers perished.    

Photo courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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“Martin, Calvin Perry ‘Pappy’.”  
We Were There. (Texas City, TX:  
Mainland Museum of Texas City,  
1997). 137-138. 

Shattered and burning remains  
of the Monsanto plant.  

Read the account of a  
Monsanto survivor. 
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See the damage the explosions caused  
to railway and storage facilities.    

Photos courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   
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See the damage caused to  
railway stock.  

 
Note how even the brick walls 
 of the factory were destroyed  

by the explosion. 

Photos courtesy of Moore 
Memorial Public Library   
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Mass funeral for the  
unidentified victims  

of the Texas City explosion.  

Photos courtesy of Moore 
Memorial Public Library   
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“Zaragoza, Placido ‘Pye’.” We Were There.  (Texas City, TX: Mainland Museum of Texas City, 1997). 263. 

Read about how Zaragoza lost his two brothers in the explosion 
and he was saved because it was too far to walk.  
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Memorial to those lost in the Texas City disaster.  

Photos courtesy of Moore Memorial Public Library   


