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Failed Diplomacy: The Zimmermann Telegram 
Seventh Grade
Objective: The learner will examine the effect the Zimmermann Telegram had on Americans, specifically how U.S. Senators and average Texans reacted.   TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(7)(D)

The student will understand the dependence of Europe on American financial support and manufactured goods.  TEKS §113.19. Social Studies, Grade 7. (b)(12)(B)

The learner will understand how this telegram inflamed public opinion in Texas against Germany and directly led to the United States declaration of war in 1917.   TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 4.  (b)(16)(A)

The learner will apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology-based primary sources.  TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(20)(A)(B)(C)(E)

The learner will communicate in written and oral forms, incorporating main and supporting ideas.  TEKS §113.6. Social Studies, Grade 7.  (b)(22)(A)(B)(C)

Assumptions: Students will have a general understanding of World War I and America’s role in the conflict.

Materials: Digital or printed representations from the Dallas Morning News, National Archives and Records Administration, U.S. Congressional Record, and U.S. propaganda posters.  

Anticipatory Set: The instructor will display a copy of the Zimmermann Telegram and ask the students their reaction if they were U.S. government officials in 1917. 

Instructional Input: Instructors and students read and discuss Texas’s reaction to the Zimmermann Telegram. 
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